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Personal Effort for the Conversion of Sinners, 
BY REV. JAMES McFARLAND, 
PASTOR OF BETHEL CONGREGATION, PA. 

‘He who converts the Sinner from the error of his way, shall save a soul from death 

-James 5:20. 

[t is not more certain that means are to be employed in the produc- 
tion of a crop than in the conversion of sinners. It is the declaration 
of the Bible that “faith comes by hearing:’’ it is a law of nature that 
the seed must come in contact with the soil before it will germinate 
and produce. It is true, the Almighty can work where, when and how 
he pleases, both in nature and in grace, yet he has established laws by 
which he ordinarily works in both these kingdoms. As we have no 
right to expect that he will deviate from these laws, so we cannot ex- 
pect the results without the means,—the fruit without the see’. The 
seed is the ‘“‘word of God,’’ which must be sown in the sinner’s heart 
before the fruits of a holy life will appesr. 

While God is the efficient author of the conversion of any sinner, 
yet the text distinctly recognizes human agency as being concerned 
therein. Man presents the truth before the mind of the sinner, urges 
him to accept it, and entreats him not to destroy his own soul; there- 
ore, he is said to convert or turn him to the Lord. 

In directing the attention of Christians to this subject I shall 

|. SHow WHY THEY SHOULD PERFORM THIS DUTY. And 

2. How IT SHOULD BE PERFORMED. 

The reasons for the performance of this duty are many and weighty. 
I will begin with this: 

1. That God has commanded it. ‘‘Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy 
neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him.” —Lev. 19:17. Thou shalt cer- 
tainly rebuke, omit it under no pretence. Do this from love. A fail- 
ure to do it may be construed into hatred of your brother. ‘Exhort 
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one another daily, while it is called To-day; lest any of you be harder 
ed through the deceitfulness of sin.’’—Heb. 3:13. Time is short and 
our danger is great; therefore, we should encourage and urge on¢ 
another to the discharge of duty, and to avoid sin. Corresponding to 
this is Heb. 10:24, where we are directed to ‘provoke,’ that is, to st 


1 good works.’ “Others save with fear 


up ‘one another to love an 
pulling them out of the fire.” —Jude 23. Some are in a very perilous 
condition, just fallen, or just ready to fall into the fire, in the most im 
minent danger of perishing finally; therefore, snatch them, seize them 
drag them, as it were, with violence, from the flames. But others are 
to be invited: ‘‘Let him that heareth, say come.’’—Rev. 22:17. The 
blessings to be received are so great itis desirable that all should have 


notice; therefore, let every one that has heard the good news publish 


that no one may be lost through want of an invitation 


And examples of those who have obeyed the command are not 
wanting in the Scriptures. David says, ‘‘Restore unto me the joys of 
thy salvation,—then will 1 teach transgressors thy ways.’ —Ps. 51:12 


13. When the pzimitive church at Jerusalem was greatly persecuted 
they were all scattered abroad except the apostles; and they that wer 
thus dispersed, went about preaching the word, or announcing the 
glad tidings; and some of them traveled as far as Phenice and Cyprus 
preaching, or talking the word. Many of these, doubtless, were pri- 
vate members of the church, who, full of zeal and love to souls pub- 
lished in all places whither they were driven by petsecution, the joyful 
intelligence that a Saviour had died for the sins of men. And great 
revivals of religion succeeded these united and extended labors of the 
first Christians. Peter addressing, not his fellow-apostles, but his breth- 
ren, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and B: 
thynia, styles them a ‘holy nation and peculiar people,”’ and why?— 
That they might “show forth the praises of him who had called them 
out of darkness into his marvellous light.’” No sooner had Andrew 
begun to follow the Saviour than he finds his brother Simon, tells him 
the good news, and then brings him to Jesus. Here was persona! 
effort. When Apollos, who had been only partially instructed in di- 
vine truth, began to speak boldly in the synagogue, Priscilla and Aquila 
took him and ‘‘expounded to him the way of God more perfectly.” — 
Thus, he whose talents might have been measurably lost to the church 
becomes qualified to ‘help them much who had believed through 
grace.” Acting according to the direction of the Saviour himself, the 
man out of whom the devils had been cast, ‘published how great 
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things Jesus had done for him,’’ which led all men to marvel, and 
caused the Saviour to be honored. And that nothing might be want- 
ing to show that it is the will of God that private means should be used 
for the conversion of men, we are informed that the rich man ia hel! 
not being privileged to go himself, begs that Lazarus might be sent to 
his father’s house to warn his brethren lest they should come to that 
place of torment. Nothing is more plain, then, than that it is the du- 
ty of all Christians to labor to bring siuners into the fold of Christ. 

2. Love fo Christ requires it. 

This will lead us to seek his honor. 

\ll impenitent sinners are living at enmity with him, and oppose 
his authority. A parent is dishonored by a disobedient child; much 
more the Saviour of the world by the conduct of men when they des- 
pise his sufferings and trample on hisblood. Now, if we see God dis- 
honored by the ungodly, can we be guiltless if we fail to use all th: 
means in Our power to persuade those who are rebelling against Him 
to become his subjects by a hearty submission to his authority? In 
ill governments, it is acknowleged that if we are informed of a con- 
spiracy and conceal our knowledge, we are considered as (aking part 
with the conspirators. And shall we consider ourselves as loyal sub- 
ects of the King of Kings if we see his creatures rebel against him 
ind look on with indifference, or, at best, make no efforts to bring 
them into subjection? A saint of former times could say, ‘Rivers o/ 
vaters run down my eyes, because they keep not thy law.” 

Love to Christ will lead us to copy Ais example. 

But did the blessed Saviour merely pray for, and set a good example 
before, sinners? No, he came not only to save, but also to seek that 

hich was lost. And, if we would be found imitating a perfect cop) 
we will mingle with all classes, and go out into the highways and 
hedges and compel them to come in. He says, “If any man _ will 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross, and follow 
me.’ Compassion for sinners was a striking characteristic of the Sa- 
viour. This led him to reprove sin, and with all affection and earnest- 
ness, to instruct sinners in the way of life; and unless we follow Christ 
in these things, we should not call ourselves by his name. This is 
following Christ; this is the very spint of the Gospel,—the element in 
which all professed Christians should live and act. 


> 


3. Love to man requires it. 
No one can, with propriety, profess to obey the second great com- 
mandment in the law without using personal efforts to convert sinners 
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to God. Itis utterly in vain to say we love our neighbor as ourselves 
and yet make no special efforts to block up his way as he travels 
down to eternal pain. Suppose his house were on fire and all its in- 
mates, perfectly ignorant of their danger, in a few minutes to be con- 
sumed in the flames, by no sophistry can it be made to appear plausi- 
ble that we regard his welfare while we sit calmly by and see the work 
of destruction going on. Cruelty to men’s bodies and disregard for 


their lives is a great sin, but how is the sin aggravated when the wel- 


fare of the soul is pending! Ah! this is cruelty indeed! Some are 
tender-hearted that they cannot wound the feelings of a neighbor | 
telling him of his sin and danger. Such tender mercies are crue!.— 
As a parent, out of tenderness, will noi administe: the nauseous med- 
icine to a sick child, but suffer it to die rather, so there 1s ground to 
fear that some who profess to love tenderly their fellow-beings, would 
rather sce them plunge into the awful gulf of remediless woe than 
disturb their peaceful slumbers in sin. It should be borne in mind 
that the silence of Christians is a kind of license to the ungodly to con- 
tinue in sin; as a young man once said, ‘‘I do not believe there is any 
truth in what they tell us about eternal punishment; nor do I believ 
christians believe it themselves. If they did, they could not manifest 
ao little concern about it.”’ As it is customary among men, ina mat- 
ter of great importance, to manifest interest by the countenance, ton 
of voice, and especially by duect appeals to those in danger, sinuers 
are only encouraged in their course when Christians are silent. They 
consider it a virtual sanction to their ways; they become bolder in sin 
vainly imagining that their guilt is small and their condition by no 
means perilous, because those who profess to have right views of such 
matters ure measurably uninterested for them. 

But let me say to all that love Christ that there are the strongest 
reasons why you should speak to them the truth inlove. They donot 
realize their own condition. They are dead in sin, insensible of their 
guilt and pitiless of themselves. Sin tends to harden the heart, to sear 
the conscience, to stupify the soul, and to make the subject of it in- 
different to his own best interests. If you do not extend to them the 
helping hand, who will do it? You have tasted the wormwood and 
the gall of sin, and, above all, you have tasted the joys of God’s salva- 
tion. Who so well qualified as you to compassionate them, and to 
direct them to Christ? 

You should befriend them, for their spiritual enemies are many and 
mighty. The devil, the adversary of man, as a roaring lion, walketh 
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about, seeking whom he may devour. He tempts them continually; 
he entices them into his snares, laid to trap their unwary feet. He 
makes sin look pleasant, and theservice of God irksome. Their wick- 
ed companions hold up their hands and strengthen their hearts, in 
working out their destruction. The flesh carries on a continual war 
against the spirit, earnestly and oh! how often effectually, pleading for 
indulgence and gratification at the expense of the ruin of the soul.— 
Are they not likely to be undone, if you do not help them, “pulling 
them out of the fire?’’ By faithful private admonition you may save 
them. Almost all who are converted have been thus faithfully dealt 
with. You are taking the very course that has been authorized of 
Heaven for their salvation. If you do not save them, you may save 
others. The community will be benefited by your labors. Where all 
the unconverted are frequently and in a gospel-like manner exhorted 
to repentance, sin will hide its deformed head and it may be expect- 
ed that sinners will be converted. And the fear of reproof will influ- 
ence those to whom you may never have the opportunity to speak, to 
abandon sin. 

Consider, further, what, if they are converted, they will be saved 
from. It is death—the death ofthe soul. Natural death is dreadful— 
“the pains, the groans, the dying strife” are feared by all. But as the 
soul is much superior in its nature, so its ruin will far exceed the 
earthly shell in which it has been encased. The sinner will mse to 
shame and everlasting contempt. The wrath of God abides upon him. 
And if the wrath of a king is as the roaring of a lion, how dreadful 
must be the wrath of Almighty God! His ‘‘end is to be burned” in 
that unquenchable fire originally prepared forthe Devil and his angels. 
It is a great work to convert sinners; it is saving souls from death, ru- 
in, utter remediless destruction. 

Again, that which the sinner will gain in conversion is as glorious 
as that which he will escape is fearful. He will swell the ranks of the 
redeemed around the throne. He will obtain “an eternal weight of 


rlory.”” And if you, christian friend, are among that number that 
‘turn many to righteousness,”’ while they shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament, you shall shine as the stars for ever and ever. 

Surely, then, he that sees his brother in need of so great salvation, 
end shuts up the bowels of his compassion from him, has not the love 
of God dwelling in him. Surely, philanthropy will lead to the dis- 
charge of the duty in question. 
4. Love to ourselves calls for it. 
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It i6 necessary to our present peace and advancement in holiness. The 
will ef God is so plainly revealed upon this subject that no one, who 
studies the Bible to know his duty, can live conscientiously who hab- 
itually neglects this duty. And why is there so little conscientious- 
ness in the church? Because multitudes disregard one of the plainest 
commands of God. To resist the convictions of duty is the direct 
way to sear the conscience. Refuse to obey its dictates, and you 
will soon drown its voice and silence its clamors. Soon it will be 
hushed in the stillness of death. Then you can sin without remorse 
or fear, and drink in iniquity greedily like water. You might as well ? 
defraud or become intoxicated, with a clear conscience, as neglect 
this duty. God will not smile upon his children when they are living 
in the ways of disobedience. Regarding iniquity in their heart, the 
Lord will not hear them. Living in the voluntary neglect of known 
duty, you may pray till dooms-day and get no blessing. ‘He that 
waters shall be watered also himself.’’ The way to receive good is to 
do good. ‘Give and it shall be given unto you.”’ The more you do 
for Christ the more he will enable you to do for him. Would any o1 
then become strong in the Lord, have aclear conscience, and be u 
ful in the vineyard of the Lord, let him be faithful in this duty. 
It is necessary, if we would end our life with satisfaction. Hear } 
ter: ‘‘When a man comes to die, conscience will ask him, ‘W! , 
hast thou done in thy lifetime?’ The saving of souls is the 
good work; what hast thou done toward it? How many hust 
faithfully dealt with? T have often observed that the consci 
dying men very much wounded them for this omission. For my 
part, when I have been near death, my conscience has accuse: 
more for this than any other sin: it would bring every ignorant 
fane neighbor to my remembrance, to whom I never made ki 
their danger; it would tell me, ‘Thou shouldst have gone to | 
private, and told them plainly of their desperate danger, though i 
been when thou shouldst have eaten or s!ept, if thou hadst no « ; 
time.’ Conscience would remind me how, at such or such a |! , 
was in company with the ignorant, or riding by the way with 
sinner, and had a fit opportunity to have dealt with him, but « 
or at least did it to little purpose. The Lord grant I may | 
conscience while I have time, that it may have Jess to accuse 
at death.” 
If we neglect to warn sinners of their danger, and they di 
sins, we are chargeable with their death. He that stands by am 
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man preparing to kill his neighbor and never attempts his rescue, when 
he may do it with perfect safety, is chargeable with the dreadful crime 
of marder. And God in like manner holds us accountable for the 
good we might do, but which we voluntarily neglect. The watchman 
that sees the sword come, and gives not the alarm of danger, is charge- 
able with the destruction of all that the sword cuts off! The blood of 
the slain will be required at his hand. And is there no danger that 
the skirts of men may now be stained with the blood of souls? The 
principle contained in the thirty-third of Ezekiel applies to the church 
in all ages. Is any one who reads these pages accessory to the ruin 
of sinners? Have we ever considered that there is danger lest we be 
implicated when inquisition is made and the question is asked, Who 
slew all these? Shall’any of us meet in the judgment those who wil! 
charge us with having known their danger but who neglected to give 
the alarm, and by every consistent means to induce them to flee to the 
stronghold for refuge? We are not prepared for the judgment while 
there are unconverted persons in our families, in our town or neigh- 
borhood, who are accessible, if we have failed to warn them faithfully, 
and to urge them affectionately to flee to Christ for salvation. May 
the Lord help all Christians who shall read these lines to take this 
matter into careful consideration. Self-preservation is the first law of 
nature; and does any Christian not love his own soul enough to en- 
deavor to escape the charge of murdering souls? Surely, self-love re- 
quires this at our hand; aregard for our acceptance at the judgment 
should effectually constrain us to gird on the armor, and divest our- 
selves of a man-fearing spirit, and address ourselves to the work to 
which the Lord has called us. 
Finally, it will increase our joy in heaven, if by the grace of God we 
arrive there, if our labors have been blessed in bringing souls to Christ 


his toils ended, his reward gained—and 





Think of the devoted Page 
the spirits of those converted by his instrumentality arriving at the 
gates of the New Jerusalem, and while the angels strike their golden 
lyresand welcome another redeemed sinner to the mansious of glory 
and the songs of praise are reverberatiag from the walls of the city, 
and all is joy and rejoicing, surely he who toiled and agonized in pray- 
er for their conversion will have his joy increased a hundred fold;— 
his self-denying labors will be forgotten, and praise, praise to Him 
that sits upon the throne will ascend from his lips that his exertions 
were owned in bringing these to the feet of the Saviour. And who 
does not wish to participate in such a joy? What Christian will be 
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contented to pass through life and leave the world with the reflection 
that not one soul has been converted by his instrumentality? Who 
is not ambitious to secure the reward of those that “turn many to right- 
eousness?”’ Is this reward thought to be too insignificant to excite to 
the most diligent exertion and the most faithful efforts? Let me ex- 
hort you, Christian brother, while there are so many sinners around 
you that ought to be Christ’s followers, and so much glory to gain by 
being a valiant soldier of Christ, let me plead with you to share in the 
work that precedes such a reward. 

But I would be presumptuous, indeed, did I not expect objections 
to be made to the discharge of this much-neglected duty. While the 
command of God and the reasonableness of the duty ought to be suf- 
ficient to influence every one to comply, it is but right that excuses 
should be heard and fairly answered. A few of the most common 
pleas for neglect shall be noticed. 

Ist. Sinners know their duty already. 

Some do and others do not. Some know it partially but not fully 
and clearly. Many have difficulties and perplexities that could easily 
be removed by an intelligent, Bible-read Christian. One who has nev- 
er informed himself would be astonished to know what trivial and vain 
excuses are made by the unconverted for not becoming Christians.— 
They justify themselves in their course while they are resting upon 
some sandy foundation which a little light thrown upon the mind 
would easily sweep away. The minister of the gospel cannot possi- 
bly be acquainted with the views of every individual: hence, the 
often fails to profit those to whom he speaks. Before a person is ben- 
efited, his case must be reached. First find where the disease lies 
then administer medicine accordingly. I repeat the remark that there 
are multitudes partially or totally ignorant of the soul-saving truths of 
the Bibte and of their duty consequent thereupon. But provided all 
knew their duty, is it unnecessary to address them personally? By no 
means. The truth needs to be urged and pressed on the attention of 
every impenitent sinner. Sin so hardens and stupifies that the naked 
sword of divine truth must be thrust directly at the sinner’s heart,—its 
keen, fiery edge applied closely to his conscience, that he may feel as 
well as know; that he may be aroused, moved, excited to act accord- 
ing to the convictions of his mind. 

2Qndly. Jt will do no good to say any thing to him. 

Just the reverse may be expected. True, they will not always man- 
ifest at the time that they regard what is said; but that is no evidence 








PERSONAL EFFORT FOR THE CONVERSION OF SINNERS J0Y 





atall of the fact. We have previously said that almost all who have 


ever become Christians have been influenced to do so by the counsc! 





of others; and to suppose that no good will follow sucha course now 
is to suppose that the laws of the kingdom of Christ have been disan- 


. I! } ‘ p < } 
nulied; that the promised aid of the Spirit is withdrawn, and that the 


declarations of a God of unchanging veracity may fail of accomplish- 
ment. There is much more reason to fear that the husbandman who 
deposits the seed in the earth will be disappointed in his expectation 
ofa crop, than that he who thus labors will labor in vain. This, 

is the kind of labor in which one may expect success. 

This was precisely the condition of many who have since been con- 
verted. What has once been may be again. Many useful Christian: 
were once considered almost hopeless cases. Though they are har- 
dened, they may not be fatally hardened. There may be some sensi- 
bility about the conscience which you cannot discover. <A spark de- 
posited there in infancy under the instruction of a pious parent. may 
still remain unquenched. We are not hastily and rashly to conclud: 
that sinners are sealed over to perdition. Until the brittle thread is 
cut and the Jamp ceases to burn, we may not cerlain/y know that th 
> lmpenitent are irrecoverably lost. 

tthly. They would gel of ended. 

This might possibly be. It has been so in former times, and man’s 
heart is no better now. But this will make his case no worse; it on- 
ly proves his condition to be a fearful one. In the way of duty you 
are to enjoy the smiles of Heaven, whether they will hear or whether 
they will forbear. 1 will say, just here, that there are persons whom 
we are not required to rebuke and admonish. ‘Rebuke not a scorn- 
er lest he hate thee,” says the wise man. If he has arrived to that 
pitch of wickedness, that he openly and avowedly contemns the 
truth, he may be let alone. Or, if he would persecute you, and take 
» your life; if he is one of the dogs and swine of creation, you may re- 
frain. I cannot so well express what | wish to say on this point, as 
by quoting the pious Baxter again. ‘‘ When you are in danger to be 
torn in pieces, Christ would have you forbear: but what is that to you, 
who ate in no such danger? As long as they will hear, you will have 
encouragement to speak, and may not cast them off as contemptible 
swine. Say not, ‘It is a friend on whom [ much depend; and by 
telling him his sin and misery, I may lose his love, and be undone. 
Is his love more to be valued than his safety? or thy own benefit by hum 
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than the salvation of his soul? or wilt thou connive at his damnation 
because he is thy friend? Is that thy best requital of his friendship?— 
Hadst thou rather that he should burn in hell forever than that thou 
shouldst lose his favor, or the maintenance thou hast from him?” 
5thly. J am too ignoraat to speak to any one on such subjects. 
Ignorance is a great misfortune; but you are required to use only 
the talents you possess. If youdo that, your conscience will be clear 
But bear in mind that it is not splendid talents that Christ most owns 
in saving souls. Tears and sobs are often full of eloquence in win- 
ning souls. Do not, however, deceive yourself upon this point. I! 
you are able to converse intelligently on other things, you may be able 
to do so on the subject of religion. But perhaps you are ready to say 
6thly. Laon’t feel as I wish t 
If you have not the presence of the Saviour, itis because you have 
neglected this orsome other duty. If it is through the neglect of this 
duty, you cannot expect to feel better until you engage in it; if some 
other duty has been neglected, you will gain nothing by neglecting this 
too. Suffer me to caution you, however, against making any thing a 
standard of action but the will of God. The question is not ‘Do I 


feel like entering upon the work;” but, “Is it right?” ‘Would the 
Lord be pleased or displeased?’ Act thus, and not merely from pres- 


ent emotion. 
7thly, t 18 the preachers’ wo i let the m do it. 
So it was thought formerly; not, however, so far back as apostol:c 
times. Some may still think that none but ministers are to direct sin- 
ers to Christ, but it is so unscriptural that the objection deserves not 
in answer. But if you think that because they have been ordained to 
this work, you may be exonerated, it will suffice to say that they nev- 
er can perform all the labor of this kind that isrequired. Private mem- 
bers of the church will be acquainted with hundreds of instances that 
will never come to the knowledge of the Pastor, where persons need 
religious instruction. In the intercourse of social life they will have 
opportunities to speak where no other person could have access to 
the mind and heart. Let the public servant of the church do all that 
he can, much must be done by the lay members or it will never be done 
at all. 
May the Lord help us all to do our duty! 
II. Lam TO SHOW, IN THE SECOND PLACE, HOW THIS DUTY IS TO BF 
PERFORMED. 
As so much depends on the manner of performing it, I will make a 
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ew suggestions first with respect to the preparation necessary aud the 
state of mind in which the impenitent should be addressed. 

1. Realize the dreadful condition of the impenitent. See them born: 
forward on the swilt wings of time, and soon, without conversion, t 
be engulphed in eternal woe. Remember, they are ‘condemned al- 
ready,’ and in the most imminent danger, every momeut, of having 
the sentence executed. 


~ 


2. Think mush of the aggravation and enormity of their gwilt. Thei 
guilt is in proportion to the love and condescension of the Saviour 
whom they reject. That love surpasses all conception, so their guilt 
can never be estimated. And they are persisting in their course in 
despite of the patience, forbearance and long-suffering of God. 

3. Be deeply affected, in view of the dishonor done to God by thei 
impenitence and unbelief. Enter into the feelings of the Psalmist 
when he said, ‘‘Rivers of waters run down my eyes, because the 


aeep not thy law. No one can consider how the great and gloriou 


Sovereign of the univesse is dishonored by the wickedness of men 
without having his heart moved within him; and it will do much to 
ward qualifying him to address the ungodly to reflect that the Being 
whom he sincerely and supremely loves and devoutly serves, is deep- 
ly dishonored by the wicked. 

4. Cultivate a deep interest in the salvation of men. 1 will transcribe 
a passage from an excellent modern writer on this point: “It should 
be apart of our daily duty, in our hours of retirement and devotion, to 
bring the spiritual conditionand prospects of our neighbors and friends 
distinctly before our minds. We have, in the ordinary walks of life, so 
many business dealings with those around us, that we soon come to 
consider them in the light of mere business or social connections.— 
The merchant or mechanic, whom we meet every day, we soon come t 
consider as mere/y a merchant or mechanic,—we think of him as a work- 
man,—we look at his character in a business point of view, and after 
a short time, we cease to regard him as an immortal being, going to 
the judgment, and destined to an eternity of holy happiness, or of 
wretchedness and sin. We forget that he has a soul to be saved, and 
that the responsibility of doing something to promote its salvation 
devolves upon us. Now, this disposition to overlook the spiritual 
condition and prospects of our fellow men, is one which we can avoid 
only by continued meditation and prayer. We must have time, when 
in the privacy of the closet, we may regard our fellow men as they 
are,—and see their true spiritual condition. 
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5. Keep before your mind clear and well-defined views of the nature 
of conversion. This can be done effectually only by daily commu- 
nion with Christ. You cannot teach others the right way to much 
purpose unless you walk in it yourself. The unconverted generally 
have very defective views on this subject; and except you arouse them 
co think seriously and obtain a Scriptural apprehension of these things, 
there is little to be hoped respecting theiz conversion to God. 

6. Be certain that you are really sincere and honest in what you say 
to sinners. They can detect hypocrisy much more easily than your- 
self; and if it is not areal but a feigned interest that you manifest for 
them, they will observe it and be disgusted at you and prejudiced 
against religion on your account. Be natural in your tone of voice 
and if you have no particular interest, do not pretend to have more 
than you actually possess. 

7. Cherish a de ep and abiding sense of your entire dependemce upon 
the Spirit of the Lord for success. You are not the efficient cause 
of the conversion of any sinner;—you are oaly the agent employed by 
the Lord of heaven to present the truth to his mind. Though electri- 
city may be under your control, yet you are not the author of the laws 
by which lightning produces such mighty and wonderful effects.— 
The truth produces very surprising effects in the world of mind, but*no 
praise is due to man for this result. And reflect what it is that you 
are endeavoriug to accomplish. Youdo notcome to teach him anew 
way to obtain that which he loves, but to persuade him to love that 
which he sincerely dislikes and avoids. Now, his heart must be changed. 
so that he shall love those very things which he now hates. Can you 
do this? Not till you are invested with omnipotence,—not till you can 


create a world out of nothing,—not till you can awake the dead with 


1 single ‘come forth.’ And more than this. if you attempt this in a 
| self-confident spirit, God will frown upon you. He will encourage 
no such spiritin hischildren. No itis asense of dependence that is to 
f keep you humble, and constrain you to frequent a throne of grace, 


and there with strong crying and tears to plead with Ommipotence for 





the blessing. The man of prayer is said to carry omnipotence in his 
bosom. It is not his own, however. It is a divine omnipotence. 
Then “before you go out to converse with the impenitent, first visit 
your closet, and obtain evidence in your own soul of the presence of 
God to go with you; if the spirit of God go not with you; your labor 
will be lost;’’ there will be no energy, nothing that will break the flinty 
rock of the heart in pieces. 



































PERSONAL EFFORT FOR THE CONVERSION OF SINNERS. 373 
8. Ascertain, as nearly as possible, the amount of your influence.— 
Chis appears to the writer of transcendentimportance. Howclse can 
you be as wise as serpents? The ungodly are quick to discern con- 
sistency of Christian character. They know very well what becomes 
a professed saint. If you belong to that class of professors in whom 
the people of the world have nv confidence, your first duty is to estab- 
lish your character for piety and sincerity in the service of God. Do 
not forget thatI said the amount of your influence; for there are some 
whom all the world believe to be real Christians who are perpetually 
‘xcusing themselves from duty because of unfitness: and it is hard to 
iy whether the cause of Christ suffers more by their neglect or by the 
wresumptuous self-confidence of the above-mentioned class. I will 
nly add that if in addition to the preceding qualifications, a person 
nas that prudence which is the sure consequence of a just knowledge 
of himself, he may commence his labors in the Lord’s vineyard with 
the expectation of accomplishing much good, and as to the manner of 
proceeding I will offer some plain suggestions which ] trust will be 
appropriate. 
First. Address sinners in the name of the Lord. Give them clearly 


o understand that you have uo personal controversy with them. Re- 


reat the very passage in the Bible that condemnstheir sin. Show them 

hat it is with God they have to do,—that it is a fearful thing to fall 

into his hands,—that none can stand before him when he is angry. 
Secondly. Speak to them with great solemnity. Not, however, with 


an affected, unnatural tone, but as if religion were a maticr of incal- 


culable importance, as if heaven or hell were in view—as if they were 

right before you,—not to be trifled with and passed by with a jest. 
“Thirdly. Speak very tenderly and affectionately. Do not approach 

them assumin + to teach, or in the attitude of a superior. but as a kind 


friend who wishes them good and only good. Expostulate with them, 
entreat and persuade. Let the tone of your voice and all your move- 
ments indicate the deep interest you feel in their welfare. 

Fourthly. Address them also with much earnestness. Baxter says:— 
«Alas! it is not a few words between jest and earnest, between sleep- 
ine and waking, that will rouse a dead-hearted sinner. Ifa house be 
on fire you will not make a cold oration on the nature and danger of 
fire, but will run and cry Fire! Fire! To tell a man of his sins as soft- 
ly as Eli did his sons, or to reprove him as gently as Jehosaphat did 
Ahab, ‘Let not the king say su,’ usually does as much harm as good. 


Loathness to displease men makes us undo them. 














about religion will not answer the purpose. 


with you; and you may leave him, afteran hour’s conversation of this 
kind, with the self-complacent feeling that he is about as good a chris- 
tian as yourself.’ Strive to have him understand that you mean 
him. The physician sometimes forbids that his patient should know 
how dangerous his situation is, lest the alarm might hinder the cure 
but it cannot be hurtful for a sinner to know his danger; nay, it is ab- 
solutely necessary in order to a cure. 


vation, and they must know their exposure to hell or they will not try 


to escape it. 


Sixthly. Be very patient. As the Jews did not know it was the Lord 


of glory whose death they so vehemently demanded, so sinners do not 


know what a glorious Saviour they 


religion thev refuse; therefore, 


reproach: more knowledge of the 


ferently. If they can only suce 


take new license to sin; they 
Keep then perfectly calm and 
love their souls with that deep 


heart warm with the love of ¢ 


Seventhlv. Exer 


direct wh and ; to ak 


pportunt i a 


t 


always ber irded. 


erto been careless, they will wish 
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Fifthly. Deal with them very plainly. Vague and general remarks 


ear with them when they jeer, scoff o 


se things would lead them to act dif- 


d in ruffling your temper, they will 


eel you are no better than they.— 


tense love which proceeds from 


If this is wanting, y« I 
( | 1 lion 
If you clined t 
\ I t t care ( 
\ ‘ } i 
{ GC ] 
If \ \ ’ 
un | ‘ 
y pe The 1 
I will no » thir 
erview \ 1« \ en J , 
erse in private: but if tl have hi 
to preserve consistency of charact 


and most likely will be too proud to make any acknowledgement 


their sin in company. See that he is not excited. You will have n 
access when his temper is ruffled, or his evil passions raised. 


a time when he is not cumbered with business. At such times you 


would be considered an intruder, and probably do more harm than 


One has said: “There 
are many things of this nature, concerning which the sinner will agree 


They are agents in their sal- 


neglect nor the excellency of that 


ted. While you abhor their s! 


Choose 
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good. When he is free from worldly care, he will be likely to enter- 
tain the subject of religion. Embrace a time when the Aeart is tender. 
This may be from a sermon, or in sickness, or in disappointments, in 
losses, or in bereavements. Affliction has taught.many a one a les- 
son which he aever would have learned in prosperity. It gives a new 
aspect to a thousand things, and often is more eloquent and persua- 
sive than any other preacher. It frequently shakes the citadel of Uni- 
; versalism and Deism to the very centre, and makes the walls thereof 
r totter to their fall. Then, if ever, will your visits on this message of 
love be welcomed. ; 

Eighthly. Make your calls freguent. Sometimes you strike the flint 
several times before fire is brought out. Asimportunity prevails most 
with God, the same method should doubtless be used with man. If 


ou speak to them but seldom, they may have reason to doubt your 


incerity. Remember Satan is always busy,—ever plying his tempta- 
tions, and should you delay when once you have made an impression 
th od seed may be snatched away, and he be no nearer the kingdom 


than when you first addressed him. And it should ever be borne in 
mind that under no circumstances can the sinner commit such aggra- 
* vated sin as when the Spirit of God is striving with him. If then you 
have been the agent in bringing him into this state, you are solemnly 
bound to follow up your efforts, if he is within your reach, till either 
he yields to Christ or his convictions leave him. Sinners should have 
no rest in theirsins: they will have none in hell if they are lost; then 
if your faithfulness can prevent it, let them never, while God is angry 
with them, cry peace to themselves. 

Ninthly. Endeavor, if possible, to find out ther present spiritual con- 
dition, and then proceed accordingly. Ascertain whether the person 
with whom you converse has intelligent views of the doctrines and du- 
ties of the Christian religion. The more ignorant any one is, the 
? greater the advantage Satan has over him. It is all-important, there- 
fore, if you would lead sinners to Christ, to get them to have clear and 
distinct views of the way to be saved. Find out, if you can, what they 
are resting on, and tear away their sandyfoundations. This must be 
done before they will build on Christ. Some think they are doing as 
well as they can, and are, therefore, at their ease; some are waiting 
for conviction, instead of yielding to what they have; some think they 
never have done but little that is wrong, not knowing what the law of 
God requires; some are waiting for a convenient season, as if some fu- 
ture tir>> would «nswer as well as the present; some think their con- 
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dition is rather their misfortune than their guilt, and are, therefore 

remaining quiet in their sins; some have no scriptural apprehension of 
the nature of conversion, and, therefore, fee! but little concerned about 
it; and others suppose a long season of distress must necessarily pre- 
cede conversion, consequently, instead of going at once to the Sa- 
viour for pardon, they commence a round of duties, resting on these 
to be their saviour instead of the Lord Jesus Christ. Find out, then 
what refuge of lies they have fled to for safety. Show them that noth- 


ing can excuse themasingle moment from coming to the Saviour 





that these plans of their own will never stand the scrutiny of the 
judgment. 

Almost all unconverted persons have some easily besetting sin, or 
some particularidol. If you can find out what that is, the way is pre- 
pared for doing them essential service. Some move in high circle 
and disdain the humble paths of piety; some are ambitious of distinc- 
tion in learning, wealth or office; some are in the unhallowed pursuit 
of pleasure; almost all have to contend with the pride of the heart and 
that self-righteousness that springs from ignorance of the requirements 
of God’s law. They may, perhaps, tell yoa that they wish to become 
Christians, and truly they do, if they could take with them a few favor- 
ite sins into the service of God. Show them that they are deceiving 
themselves in supposing that they are willing tobe Christians. Ferret 
ovt the cherished idol, and if they can be induced to abandon what 
they love most, they will doubtless forsake what they love less. 

Find out also whether they are just commencing a course of sin, or 
whether they have become hardened in iniquity. If they are tender 
be very mild, affectionate and sympathizing; if, on the other hand 
they are bold in sin and appear to have often grieved the Spirit of the 
Lord so as to become very insensible of their guilt and danger, then 
while your own heart is full of pity and compassion for their souls, 
show them that they are exposed justly to all the pains and torments 
of the second death,—that the justice of God will shine with unclond- 
ed splendor in their condemnation, nay that all the attributes of the 
eternal God are pledged to secure their everlasting undoing, unless 
they repent. 

Tenthly. Keep to the point. There are very many whom vou may 
feel it your duty to converse with, who will endeavor to divert your 
attention from so unpleasant a subject as personal piety, and will spec_ 
ulate about doctrine, the inconsistent conduct of professors of reli- 
gion, the different views held by different denominations, or other 
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things foreign to the subject. But your business is with the con- 
science. Difficult as it is, you will find it necessary to ply the truth ot 
their own sense of right and wrong, and make them feel that their con- 
troversy is with God. As Nathan to David, so say to the sinner, ‘Thou 
artthe man.” Name particular sins, and show him the chapter and 
verse where they are condemned. You may reason an hour and do 
no good, but if his conscience can only be aroused to action and his 
sims set in array before him, then there is hope in his case. 

Lastly. Enforce the duty on inquirers of using the means of grace.— 
Get them to take some step that will manifest their determination to 
lead new lives. Show them thatthey are under the most solemn obli- 
gations to perform every religious duty, and that their impenitence 
will not excuse them from the same. It is true, you cannot be too 
cautious to impress on their minds that every thing they do while re- 
sisting the claims of heaven, is sin; but still urge them to pray, to at- 
tend preaching, to read the Bible, for it is in the use of these means 
that the Divine Spirit will most powerfully move upon their minds; at 
least, they are placing themselves in an attitude to have their impres- 
sions deepened and their convictions of duty increased. The more 
closely they come in contact with the truth, the more encouragement 
may we take that they will be converted. 

Christian reader, I now close by inquiring of you, will yon be a la- 
borer in this good cause? Will you now commence, if you have not 
hitherto, to perform the work for which the Lord has called you into 
hiskingdom? Itis a most self-denying work. You may stand behind 
the counter, or ply your tools in the shop, or bear the burning sun ot 
chilling wind in the field, and appropriate the proceeds of your labor 
to spread the gospel,—you may do these things and be a stranger to 
self-denial; but to convert sinners from the error of their ways,—this 
you cannot do without renouncing self;—this you cannot do pleasant- 
ly unless your own soul is fired with love to Christ. But be not dis- 
mayed. He who calls you to the work will sustain youin it. You 
will participate largely in those blessings which you strive to lead oth- 
ers to embrace. Go forth then;—but go humbly, go prayerfully, go 
expecting success; above all, rely on the Spirit’s aid. It is ‘not by 
might, not by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord.’’ It isthe Lord’s 
work, and you will need the Spirit of all grace to dwell richly in your 
heart. Imitate the immortal Page in your sel#denying labors, your 
unwearied zeal, and your persevering efforts, ana should but one soul 
be converted to God by your instrumentality, there will be rejoicing 
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among all the heavenly hosts—more, far more, than if you had won 

the brightest crown ever worn by a mortal. And all eternity will be 

spent by that redeemed sinner in praising God that ever you had an 
istence, and that you guided his steps to the Saviour. 


DIFFICULTIES OF THE DIVINE DECREES. 
BY LEWIS A. LOWRY. 


That every effect must have an adequate cause, is an axiomatic 
truth. Every people, however rude, have formed some classification 
henomena of nature, and have endeavored to account for 
these phenomena, either upon natural or supernatural causes. But 
the mind is not satisfied with this;—it is not satisfied simply with the 

covery of the immediate causal antecedents of events. It goes 
back still farther, in search of some primary, some great first cause of 

lthings. The events that pass before us to day, seem to be so link- 

d together, and united with thos f yesterday, as to form a con- 
tinued series, or chain, extending back into the past and reaching on 

the future. The mind is naturally led to inquire for its origin—for 


» starting point, or the moving cause; but such is the nature of the 


ibject. and such the inclinations and prejudices of the investigating 


t been able to arrive at the truth, when guid- 


1 only by the lichtof nature. The imagination has at times return- 


noils \ flich having discovered nothing but a continued 

ri of causes and elfects reaching to infinity, or an unintelligent 
or blind less of fortune that 1 s the destinies of men. Oth- 
risen { their investigations with an avowed belief in the 
ince—some undefinable principle, which has sprung 

em yus way and given birth to a universe. But the 

| h such airy theories asthese. Our moraland 

nature ca for something ¢ . Itis not satisfied short of 


Wise and Infinite Being as the source of life and existence; 


: truth, however easily demoustrated from the works of nature, 


revealed only in the Word of God. 

ving arrived at this great truth,—having established the trut 

isa God, the mind still is not satisfied;—other questions of 

in yet to be settled. In what sense is God the cause 
of all ti rs? In what sense is he the cause of the acts of his ration- 


al creatures, or can he be sa d to be their cause in any appropriate 


irticularly to sinful acts. 
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In searching for the truth on this subject, two extremes are to be 
avoided. The one is that which denies the freedom of man;—that 
supposes motive and volition to ve linked together by a kind of physi- 
cal necess.ty, so that man is not a responsible being, and sin 4s made 
to exist only in the imaginations ofmen. The other extreme is that 
which, for fear of detracting from the dignity of man asa free agent 
denies the fore knowledge of God {which ts s ipposed to be incom- 


patible with freedom)—hence he must 


ye continually upon the watch 


to provide for any emergency that may arise in the moral government 


of his creatures. The truth lies somewhere between these two ex- 


tremes:—both are dangerous. The one in denying the freedom and 
responsibility of man makes but a’step to Libertinism;-—the other in 
denying one of the essential attributes of God, makes a start for athe- 


isih. 


Bordering upon these, are two other doctrines which have divide 


the religious world. The one s Ippose that God has al lutely and 

unchan re il ly fore-ordained n oever co! tO pa while at the 
same time itis denied that he is the author of sin. The other supp 
ses some thin to be deci 1 absolutely, and others conditionally.— 
The rrmer po 1 ( u ) I ! et ( 
to be “‘the 1 : of tl -- ! ity of thi Tl 
latter supy h wili of mal f se 

PI 

—to bet D ess ot ils ! { { doct of r 
solute decrees, it is u 1 th t makes man an mac and ( 
tn 5 i t to ft ( ctu 
may re} te I ( < ives tol m i it 
some fabl vain i t ve i f vhich soun 
mi their cre 1 \ st tl t 1 ees, it Is ut 
ed that it m t \ t } © creature 

] ) ? ( i to y thattl ii 
of God is ca: ned or di ndant upon nething outside of him- 
self, seems tf mitt power. 4 ph gy, when used by those 
who hold t ie! kn ( God, e to mislead, and vives 
opportunity to others for ca\ rand qi - Hence the major- 
ity of those who attack the Arminian system at this point, fire ata man 
of straw of their own make \\ refer t vord permissive, as it con- 
veys all that is meant by the ' !conditiona nid is free from the ob- 
jections urged against the doctri f decrees when expressed by it. 


The division of the decrees of God into absolute and permissive has 


been used by Arminian writers from time immemorial; and we do not 
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think any better phraseology can be used to convey a correct notion 
of them. The doctrine may be concisely expressed thus: Of all the 
possible plans that presented themselves before the mind of God, the 
present one was chosen by him as being the best suited to accomplish 
the ends he had in view. In executing this plan he determined or de- 
creed some things absolutely, such as the revolution of the planets, 
the return of the seasons, and other events in the physical world. With 
regard to events in the moral world or the acts of his rational creatures, 
he decreed or determined to permit these, because he foresaw them T 
as future. In the execution of this plan, he had determined to endow 


his rational creatures with free will or the power of originating their 
own acts;—he foresaw that this power would be abused, and sin by 
that means would be introduced. But notwithstanding this fore- 
knowledge, he determined to create man and the fallen angels, as 
well as those who kept their first estate. And in this sense he deter- 


ruined to permit sin; he decreed it because he foresaw it as future. 


We have said that the doctrine of absolute decrees logically carried 
out makes God the author of sin, that it cannot be reconciled with 
the holiness of his character, and his hatred to sin, as revealed in his 
word. Some, in answer to such objections, have made a distinction 
between the secret and revealed will of God;—others, in the fullness 
of their souls, have cried out, ‘‘great is the mystery of godliness!’ — 
Who art thou, O man, that repliest against God!”’ But the mind is 
not satisfied with such evasions. Modern Calvinists, especially those 
of our own country, whom we hope ever to love with a christian char- 
ity, have had sagacity enough to see the difficulty, and have taken 
shelter under the doctrine of permissive decrees; though they have 
not candor enough openly to confess it. It is not an uncommon thing 
to hear them divide the decrees of God into absolute and permissive; 
indeed it is becoming almost universal. While they never tell us, 
that John Calvin, the father of “orthodoxy,” says such a distinction 
is a “frivolous” one. Moreover, the Westminster Confession express- 
ly says, that ‘God has decreed whatsoever comes to pass,” and that “he 
has not decreed any thing because he foresaw it as future.”” Where 
then is the room for permission, if this be true? They tell us, how- 
ever, that it is not “a bare permission,’’—‘‘it is something more.’’— 
But when they come to explain what they mean by it, we think it 
amounts to nothing more than a cause in the highest sense. The 
word permission, when applied to the decrees of God or any thing 
else, if used in an appropriate sense, excludes all idea of cause or ef- 
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ficacy. This the Calvinist is willing to admit; but with the next breath 
he will tell us, that in the permissive decrees of God, events are not 
only foreseen as certain but made certain, by a sovereign act of hi 
will,—that they are foreseen because decreed. Where such a prinei- 
ple is recognized we cannot see any room for permission. For if an 
event is made certain by the will of any one, there must be somethin; 
of the nature of a cause in that will, else it cannot produce certainty 
The principle may be thus simply illustrated. Suppose I holda stor 
in my hand;—as long as I hold on to it, itremains there; but if I let ge 
my hold it falls to the ground by theaction of gravity. Now, althoug 
in one sense it may be said to have fallen by my permission, and th 
certainty that it would fall, dependent on my will, yet, at the same 
time, the act of letting it go is as much the cause of its falling, as tl 


act of throwing it up would have been the cause of its ascending.— 


Again, suppose there is a dam across a river and, by some means, | 
cause the dam to be suddenly removed, and the banks of the river are 
overflowed, and there is great destruction of property and lives | \ 
which I foresaw would be the consequence of my act. In one sens 
in a figurative sense, I may be said to have permitted the water to « 
the execution it did; but, at the same time, the efficient cause is in 
mv will, and I am guilty of all the evils that follow. But again, sup- 


pose I see a savage dog chained up and struggling to get loose, that 
he may tear a man in pieces. If I cut the chain loose, I am not on- 
ly the permissive, but the real and efficient cause of the consequences 
that follow, just as much so as the man that pulls the trigger ofa yun 
is the cause of the execution done by the bullet. 

Such is the doctrine of permission as taught by many of the pre 
ent day, when treating of the decrees of God with regard to sin. In 
m we can see nothing but a weak subterfuge, to get rid of a hard doc- 
trine, that has got to be rather in bad odor when dressed in its native 
and appropriate garb. But that we may not appear to misrepresent 
we will make a short quotation from a standard author—‘‘Permission 
says Charnock, “is a withholding that help and grace, which, if be- 
stowed, would have been an effectual remedy to preventcrime.”” Ano 
in illustrating his meaning, he makes use of the same illustrations we 
have used above, viz: the falling of a stone, the breaking away of a 
dam, the letting loose a doz or wolf, that he may seize his prey or 
act out his nature. ‘God,’ says he, “does no more when he leaves 
a man to sin, but leave him to his natural inclination; as a man tha 
breaks up a dam he has placed, leaves the stream to run in its natura 
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channel, or one that takes away a prop froma stone to let it fall, 
leaves it only to that nature which inclines it to a descent; both have 
from their own nature their motion, and man his sin from his own cor- 
ruption.’ And ‘the natural passions will run to a temptation, as the 
waters cf a river tumble toward the sea. cere then is the hard doc- 
trine after all, viz: that the poor reprobate comes into the world with 


’ 


1as certainly and necessarily drags him down to per- 


a nature, whit 


dition, as the mill-stone will sink a man to the bottom of the ocean; . 
while God withholds that grace which is necessary to enable him to 
ptain vat 1, or s Calvin ¢ p t,t tl W ed on ‘ 
purp ! d th i | i the wi ( 
i i ' 
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doctrine of absolute and perm! ive decrees) the whole superstru 
must fall. Calvin, seeing this, attempted to ground his doctrine o 
a] —— Pe Ms " 1 of God. and was aecuste } 
ibsolute decrees firm in ti word o rod, and was accustomed to aa- 
, , 2 : : 
minister sharp rebuke to those who held to the doctrine of permissive 
I 
decrees; he styled them “‘frigidi speculatores,’’ ‘‘diluti moderatores.’’— 


In addressing such, he says ‘‘you enjoin us to be content with mere 
permission. God declares his own will and hand to be at work. Eze- 
kiel tells us, “ifa deceived prophet has brought forth any thing, I, 
God have deceived that prophet, and my hand is upon him.” ‘New 
mark,’’ says he, ‘‘which witness is better entitled to belief; God speak- 
ing of himself by his spirit, the only fountain of wisdom, or you prating 
of his unknown mysteries, according to your carnal and silly ap- 
prehension.” “David,” he says, “had secretly abused his neighbor's 
wife, God (2 Sam. 12:11) declares, that he will bring it about, thac 
his wives shall be dragged to similar infamy, in the sight of the sun.— 
He does not say, I will allow it to be done, but, I will do it. You, to 
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iid him with your hollow help, plead permission asan apology. Da- 
id himself was of a very different mind, who reflecting on the dread- 
ful judgment of God, exclaims, ‘‘! am dumb because thou didst it.” 
Such is Calvin’s plain and unvarnished method of speaking;—when he 
speaks, we know what he means. The same cannot be said with re- 
gard to most of his foilowers of the present day. 


We have al:eady said more than we intended, and will but make one 
° more remark. The doctrine of permissive decrees is a coat of Armin- 
ian cut;—it fits only Methodists, Cumberlands, Lutherans and others 
of that class;—the materials out of which it is made, are, we think, 
found in the word of God—it is 2 coat which we hope ever to wear. 
But if the Calvinist wishes to throw away his old clothes, and wrap 
himself in a garment of this kind, we have no objections, if he will 
follow the scriptural injunction. “Ifa man,” says our Saviour, sue 
thee at law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also;’’—if 
the Calvinist will take from us the doctrine of permissive decrees, foi 
the sake of consistency we want him also to take the doctrine that 


Christ tasted death for every man. 
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